Introduction (B11 to B14 Tables)

The collection of data on economic activity has traditionally been a part of the population census of India. However, the concepts and definitions adopted for economic classification of population has varied from census to census.


The main economic questions in the censuses till 1921 were related to livelihood or occupation of means of subsistence of each worker. The concept of ‘income’ was introduced in 1931 and continued till 1951. Thereafter, from the 1961 Census, ‘Work’ formed the basis for collection of economic data. The minimum period for which a person may have been employed for being qualified to be a ‘Worker’, however, varied over censuses. Persons not engaged in any economic activity were treated as ‘Non-workers’.


The division of entire population into three categories, viz., ‘Main Workers’, ‘Marginal Workers’ and ‘Non-workers’ adopted at 1981 for recoding the economic activity of a person continued for 2001 census also. The Census 2001 defined a ‘Main worker’ to be one who had participated in any economically productive activity for a period of more than six months, at any time during the reference period of preceding one year. A person who had worked for less than six months during the reference period was defined as ‘Marginal worker’. ‘Work’ included even part time help or unpaid work on farm, family enterprise or in any other economic activity. A person who did not work at all during the reference period was treated as ‘Non-Worker’.


With a view to make the 2001 census data on ‘Economic Tables’ available to the data users soon after it is processed and produced in the form of specific tables the Office of the Registrar General, India has decided to release it electronically. Thereafter, a printed volume based on these tables will be brought out. The present release is restricted to the ‘Marginal Workers’ and the ‘Non-Workers’ by their main activity, age, sex and religious community. The main non-economic activity pursued by ‘Marginal Workers’ and ‘Non-Workers’ was collected under six categories, viz., 1 Student; 2 Household Duties; 3 Dependent; 4 Pensioner; 5 Beggar, etc. and 6 Other and corresponds to the following Economic Tables:

	Table No.
	Title
	Lowest level of presentation and data

	
	
	In electronic format
	In printed volume

	B-11
	Marginal workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-11SC
	Marginal workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-11ST
	Marginal workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-12
	Marginal workers by main activity, age and sex and religious communities
	State
	State

	B-13
	Non-workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-13SC
	Non-workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-13ST
	Non-workers by main activity, age and sex
	District
	State

	B-14
	Non-workers by main activity, age and sex and religious communities
	State
	State


The concepts and definitions of the data items included in these set of tables and used in 2001 census are given separately.
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