Introduction 

As in the past, the Indian Census has been collecting data on Socio-cultural characteristics of the population. The main tables on educational level are based on the data collected through Household Schedule of 2001 Census.

2.
For capturing the data on educational level of the population, three questions, viz., Q12, Q13 and Q14 were canvassed through Household Schedule. For question 12 on Literacy status, a person aged 7 and above who can both read and write with understanding in any language has been taken as ‘literate’. A person, who can only read but cannot write, is ‘not literate’. It is not necessary that to be treated as literate, a person should have received any formal education or passed any minimum educational standard. People who are blind and can read in Braille have been treated as literate. 

Question 13 as highest education level attained, was asked only of those who were literate. 

Question 14 related to those who were attending any educational institutions classified as School, College, Vocational Institute, Other Institutes, Literacy Centre. 

Detailed concepts and definitions of the questions canvassed on education have been given in the Annexure.

3.
The present electronic release contains the basic tables on educational level
by age, sex and residence for population age 7 and above. Separate tables for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have also been included. The Statement below indicates the tables being released and the level of presentation of the data therein.

	Table No.
	Title
	Lowest level of presentation

	
	
	Electronic format
	Printed volume

	C-8
	Educational level by age and sex for population age 7 and above
	City
	District/Cities above 1 million

	C-8 Appendix
	Educational level graduate and above by sex for population age 15 and above
	City
	District/Cities above 1 million

	C-8 SC
	Educational level by age and sex for scheduled castes age 7 and above
	District
	State

	C-8 SC Appendix
	Educational level graduate and above by sex for scheduled castes population age 15 and above
	District
	State

	C-8 ST
	Educational level by age and sex for scheduled tribes age 7 and above
	District
	State

	C-8 ST Appendix
	Educational level graduate and above by sex for scheduled tribes age 15 and above


	District
	State

	C-10
	Population attending educational institutions by age, sex and type of educational institution 
	District/City
	State

	C-10 SC
	Population attending educational institutions by age, sex and type of educational institution for scheduled castes
	District
	State

	C-10 ST
	Population attending educational institutions by age, sex and type of educational institution for scheduled tribes
	District
	State


The printed volumes of the above tables will follow.

Data Highlights

1.
There are 560 million literates in the country  in 2001 as compared to 359 million literates (excluding J&K) in 1991. The literacy rate among the population of 7 years and above as per Census 2001 at national level is 64.8. The male and female literacy rates are 75.3 and 53.7 respectively. A comparative statement of number of literates by educational levels during the decade 1991-2001(excluding J&K) shows that there has been an increase in the absolute numbers at all the levels. 

2.
The Statement 1 based on C-8 table gives the number of literates by completed educational level and their percentages to total literates at the national level. As may be seen, 3.6 percent of literates are categorized as ‘Literates without educational level’ while 25.8 percent, come in the category ‘Below Primary’. Over one-fourth of the literates (26.2 %) have completed  ‘Primary’ but could not complete Middle level of education. Nearly one-sixth have completed ‘Middle level’ and nearly one-fifth of the literates have completed the educational level of ‘Matric/Secondary’ or ‘Higher Secondary/Intermediate/Pre-University/Senior Secondary’. Literates falling in the category ‘Higher Secondary/Intermediate/Pre University/Senior Secondary’ and ‘Graduate and above’ are the same in percentage terms (6.7%) at the national level. There are significant gender differentials among the distribution of population by educational levels though to a varying degree. Quite expectedly,  the proportion of population with higher level of education is more in urban areas with 12.8 % of the literates being Graduate as against 3.4 % in rural areas.

3.
Among the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribes, the number of literates and their percentages are presented in Statements 2 and 3 respectively. These are based on the Tables C-8SC and C-8ST of 2001 census. Nearly one-third of SC literates have not completed ‘Primary’ level of education while over one-fourth have attained the ‘Primary level’. One among ten scheduled castes literates has completed Matriculation. Only 3.1 percent of the literates among Scheduled Castes have reported the highest educational level achieved as ‘Graduate and above’ with 2.1 percent reporting this level in rural areas and 5.8 percent in urban areas. Sex-wise differentials are significant among the educational levels of “Matriculation/Secondary” and “Higher Secondary” where percentages for males are higher than females both in rural and urban areas. 

4.
Statement 4 gives the comparison of SC/ST with other than SC/ST literates.

5.
Statements 5 to 7 give number and percentages of literates by educational level in the age groups 20-24, 25-29 & 30-34 for general, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes population at the national level. Among the general population in the age group 20-24, one-fifth have completed primary level of education. For the ‘Middle’ and ‘Secondary level’ of education, this proportion is about 19.2 percent. A similar trend is discerned in the age groups 25-29 and 30-34. The ‘Graduate and above’ constitute 10.3 percent in the age group 20-24 while 14.1 percent have been reported in this category in the age group 25-29. Among the Scheduled Castes as well as the Scheduled Tribes, over one fifth have reported in each primary as the completed level of education in the age groups 20-24, 25-29 and 30-34.  The percentage reporting graduate and above level of education among Scheduled Castes, is about 6 percent.

6.
The educational level “graduate and above” has been further divided an presented under various categories like technical degree, post graduate degree other than technical degree, technical degree or diploma equal to degree or post graduate degree in C-8 Appendix. Statement 8 based of this Table gives figures at the national level. More than two-thirds are graduates under the category ‘Graduate degree holders other than technical degree’ while the proportion of ‘Technical degree or diploma equal to degree or post graduate degree’ is 13.4 percent. 

Sex wise differential under the ‘Graduate degree other than technical degree’ is not significant in the age groups 20-24 and 25-29. A higher proportion of ‘Graduate degree other than technical degree’ and ‘Technical degree or diploma equal’ to degree or post graduate degree is discernable in the age group 20-24 compared to 25-29 age group. The trend is opposite in the category ‘Post graduate degree other than technical degree’.

7.
The proportion of population attending educational institutions by sex is given in Table C-10 for general population while C-10SC and C-10ST give corresponding data for SCs & STs. Statement 9 prepared on the basis of C-10 Table reveals that two-third of the population in the age group 6-10 are attending school; three-fourth of the population is attending school in the age group 11-13. 

The percentage of population attending school among males is higher than females in both the age groups. The percentage of population attending school in urban areas is higher than rural areas. The trend is similar in the case of population attending ‘college’. 

The population attending school in age group 14-19 is 43.1 percent while of that attending the college, is 4.2 percent.

