SALIENT HIGHLIGHTS OF NATIONALBASELINE BSS AMONG GENERAL POPULATION

· 84478 respondents were interviewed in the entire country during the baseline survey conducted in 2001 of whom 49.9% were from rural areas and 50.5% were females.

· 76.1 % had ever heard of HIV/AIDS (82.4% - males and 70% - females). Low awareness rates were recorded among rural women in Bihar, Gujarat, UP, MP and West Bengal.

· More than three out of every four interviewed respondents were aware that HIV/AIDS is transmitted through sexual contact. Low awareness rates were reported among rural women in the States of Bihar, Gujarat, UP, MP and West Bengal.

· 72.5% were aware that HIV/AIDS can be transmitted through blood transfusion. Low awareness was recorded among rural women from Bihar, Gujarat, UP, West Bengal and MP.

· 77.6% males & 64.9% females were aware that HIV/AIDS can be transmitted through needle sharing.

· The potential of mother-to-child transmission is still less known to the respondents across the country.

· 54.4% respondents were aware that HIV/AIDS could be transmitted through breastfeeding.

· More than 75% respondents were aware of the benefit of consistently using a condom in prevention of transmission of HIV/AIDS in Delhi, Goa, HP, Kerala, Manipur and Punjab. However among rural female respondents, this awareness was low in Bihar, Gujarat and West Bengal 

· 57% of the respondents were aware that transmission of HIV/AIDS can be prevented by having one faithful and uninfected sex partner.

· 71.2% were aware that sexual abstinence helped in prevention of transmission of HIV/ AIDS.

· Less than 1 of 4 respondents knew that HIV/AIDS cannot be transmitted through mosquito bites or by sharing a meal with an infected person.

· Less than a third of all respondents had heard of STDs in the entire country.

· Awareness on the linkage between STD and HIV was low in the entire country (20.7%).

· 90.4% urban respondents (94.7% male; 86.2% female) and 76.9% rural respondents (84.5% - males; 69.5% - females) stated that they had seen or heard of a condom.

· More than a third (37.4%) respondents stated that it took them more than 30 minutes to procure a condom

· The median age at first sex was 21 years for males and 18 years for females in the entire country

· 11.8% males and 2 % females reported sex with non - regular partners in a 12 month recall period

· 51.2% males reported using condoms during the last sex with their non - regular partners as against 39.8% females.

· Television was the most popular medium in the general population in most States

