P R E F A C E

Climatological normals have two major purposes. Firstly, they form a benchmark or reference against which certain conditions can be assessed. Secondly, they are widely used for predictive purposes, as an indicator of the conditions likely to be experienced in a given location. In 1990, India Meteorological Department (IMD) has brought out station-wise monthly climatological normals of basic meteorological parameters based on 1951-1980 data. This publication is updated every 10 years as per the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) practices. However, there is a great demand for district wise daily normal of meteorological parameters using the latest years of data for many applications.  
National Climate Centre, IMD Pune has taken up the initiative of preparing the district wise climatological normal using the latest data available with the IMD archives. Accordingly an interactive CDROM containing district wise normals have been prepared by the National Climate Centre. This CDROM contains daily normals of seven meteorological parameters, viz. rainfall, maximum temperature, minimum temperature, mean temperature, relative humidity, total cloud amount and wind speed. The rainfall normals have been prepared for 543 districts using 50 years of data (1941-1990) and normals of other parameters have been prepared for 442 districts using 30 years of data (1971-2000). The basic data have been quality controlled before the calculation of district wise normal.
This important developmental work was done at the National Climate Centre under the supervision of Dr.M.Rajeevan, Dr G.Krishna Kumar, Shri.A.K.Srivastava, and Dr Pulak Guhathakurta. The following officers and staff members, Shri S.R.Shirsagar, Shri L. Shripad, Smt Lata Sridhar, Smt Priya Mahajani, Smt Mangal Bolke, Shri. S.W Somparote were involved in computation and scrutiny/quality control of climatological normals. This climate data product CDROM was designed and developed at the DTP section of the Office of ADGM (Research) under the supervision of Shri Abraham Philipose, AM II. Dr R. D.Vashistha, LACD ADGM (Research) and Shri. Thakur Prasad, DDGM (C) provided the overall guidance for bringing out this data product. I thank all of them for their sincere efforts for bringing out this useful data product.
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