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Overview

ABSTRACT

Millennium Development Goal (MDG) 5 Target 5A calls for the reduction of maternal mortality ratio by three quarters
between 1990 and 2015. It has been a challenge to assess the extent of progress due to the lack of reliable and accurate
maternal mortality data - particularly in developing-country settings where maternal mortality is high. As part on going
efforts, the WHO, UNICEF, UNFPA, The World Bank and the United Nations Population Division updated estimates of maternal
mortality for the years 1990, 1995, 2000, 2005 and 2013.
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Sampling

Sampling Procedure

For countries lacking adequate data for direct calculation of estimates, we employed a parametric model that separates
maternal deaths related to HIV/AIDS from all others. For maternal deaths unrelated to HIV/AIDS, the model consists of a
hierarchical linear regression with three predictors and variable intercepts for both countries and regions. The uncertainty of
estimates was assessed by simulating the estimation process, accounting for variability both in the data and in other model
inputs.
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Data Collection

Data Collection Dates

Start End Cycle
1990 2013 N/A

Data Collection Mode
Face-to-face [f2f]
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